CHURCH OF CHRIST

James 3:13-18 in Perspective (Part 6)

Conflicting Approaches

The approach to living adopted by those to whom James addressed is vividly described
as “earthly, sensual, devilish” (3:15). According to James, this strategy of wisdom is “not from
above” (v. 15). It apparently is born out of a heart rife with “bitter envying and strife” (v. 14).

Having pointed out the failing nature of their worldly strategy, James offers the divine
approach, one “from above” (v. 17), as the alternative. This was the way laid down by Jesus
and personified in Jesus (cf. John 14:6). This was the way that would eliminate the problems
born about by envy and strife.

It is noteworthy here to reflect, momentarily, on one of those tangential issues that
earlier was suggested should be put off until the root problems concerning social conflict reso-
lution are addressed. Interconnected with incredible dysfunction in conflict resolution is the
fact that we can be amazingly impersonal. Either afraid or ashamed, we would much rather
address issues with pen and paper, in printed publications or even worse through E-mail, in-
stead of one on one. | continue to be amazed at those who present themselves as one thing
from behind a computer screen, but when face to face, or sometimes phone receiver to phone
receiver, they are very different. Why? [ would suggest that serious personal skills are lacking.
We shouldn’t be surprised, though, given how the American culture has evolved.

Of how American culture has affected the overall approach of the religious world,
Eugene Peterson states,

The ways employed in our North American culture are conspicuously impersonal: pro-
grams, organizations, techniques, general guidelines, information detached from space.
In matters of ways and means, the vocabulary of numbers is preferred over names, ide-
ologies crowd out ideas, the gray fog of abstraction absorbs the sharp particularities of
the recognizable face and the familiar street.

My concern is provoked by the observation that so many who understand themselves
to be followers of Jesus, without hesitation, and apparently without thinking, embrace
the ways and means of the culture as they go about living “in Jesus’ name.” But the
ways that dominate our culture have been developed either in ignorance or in defiance
of the ways that Jesus uses to lead us as we walk the streets, hike the trails, and drive
the roads in this God-created, God-saved, God-blessed, God-ruled world in which we
find ourselves. They seem to suppose that “getting on in the world” means getting on in
the world on the world’s terms, and that the ways of Jesus are useful only in a compart-
mentalized area of life labeled as “religious” (Peterson, 1). (continued on page 4)






